ENG 121 Diagnostic Essay Guidelines
This essay identifies students who should consider taking (or repeating) English 090 to increase their likelihood of success in subsequent English composition courses.

Purpose: The essay should summarize “Confessions of an Instant Messenger,” and then respond to it analytically.  Analysis involves looking at the various parts or steps of the original essay to make conclusions about the essay as a whole. Your goal is to use the results of this analysis to make conclusions about the essay you read.  You might agree with some points and disagree with others, but your thesis will evaluate the reading as a whole.  Your body paragraphs should make claims about the reading, and use examples and explanation for support.  NOTE:  Analysis is a skill that you will learn in this course.  Mastery of this skill is not a requirement for beginning ENG 121 students.

Audience:  Write as if you are addressing a college-level class.  Your audience is well-informed and has an above-average vocabulary.

Resources:  “Confessions of an Instant Messenger” (Reading 92).  You are expected to purchase the textbook, but if you cannot do so before the next class, the text is available in the Writing Center or in any campus library on reserve (ask at the Circulation Desk).  If you have purchased the book, you may refer to it as you write, but you may not bring any rough drafts with you to class. 

Preparing for your essay:

1. Read “Confessions of an Instant Messenger” carefully, underlining or highlighting key points; imagine how you might put these points in your own words.

2. Consider the author’s thesis. How does he or she convince you? Where is the essay most successful, least successful? With what do you agree or disagree? How would you explain your point of view?

Writing your essay:  Your essay should begin with an introduction and end with a conclusion.  The body (main part) of the essay should include a summary of the main points of “Confessions of an Instant Messenger,” with emphasis on the overall main point, or thesis, of the essay.  The body should also include your analysis and evaluation of the essay with examples and explanation for support.

Format:  You will type your essay in-class. It should be double-spaced. Include your full name and the date in the upper left corner.

We will write this essay next class period (8/24) and it will be evaluated using the English 121 Diagnostic Rubric.  

