Effective Thesis Statements
While not every essay you read will contain a thesis statement upfront, student writers are most effective when they place their thesis statements within the first or second paragraph. It is often easier to spot a thesis statement in other’s work than it is to write one ourselves. And there are many things strong thesis statements tend to have in common, as outlined in your Everyday Writer. However, the following three general rules, while somewhat formulaic, will help you identify whether or not your own thesis statements are on the right track.  

· Never a Question 

Example:  How many people find themselves aggravated at the supermarket because the lanes they choose seem inevitably to be “the wrong lanes”?

This student is confusing a thesis statement with an attention-grabber. Thesis statements must be statements—declarative sentences.  
· Never a Fact

Example:  In a recent report, Colorado Springs was named the “Best City to Live In.”

Thesis statements can be claims of fact, but not verifiable facts. If this student had said, “Colorado Springs is the best city in America,” this would be a thesis statement (claim of fact) because it would need to be proven to be true. In the first example, the student states that a recent report gave that title to Colorado Springs—can this be verified? Yes. We can simply find out whether or not the report did in fact name Colorado Springs the best city to live in. But where does the essay go from here? So what? The reader does not have a reason to read further.  
· Always Conveys the Writer’s Opinion

Example:  All pregnant mothers should be given the option of giving birth by Cesarean because it is healthier for both mother and baby and carries the convenience of planning a due date. 


      This thesis statement passes the test—it is a statement that will need proving, 
                  it does not state that mothers currently do have the right to choose between 


      natural and Cesarean, and the reader knows which side of the fence the writer 


      will be arguing from. Incidentally, this example also includes an “essay map”

                  wherein the writer has identified the ways in which he or she will support the 

                  thesis:  healthier for mom, healthier for baby and convenient. 

