English Composition I                                                                                         ENG 121

Fall 2006     Saturday 12-2:45
Instructor:  Jenn Gutiérrez

Office:  Use the department mailboxes to drop off materials

Phone:  None at the present time—sorry for the inconvenience

Office Hours:  by appointment

Email: jennifer.gutierrez@ppcc.edu

Course Description:  This course is designed to assist you in creating a solid foundation for conducting all subsequent college-level writing. You will be asked to read, think critically about, and respond to various forms of essays presented throughout the course. The requirements in this course meet or exceed standards established by the Colorado Commission on Higher Education (credit earned is therefore transferable).   

Prerequisites:  In order to remain enrolled in this course you must have:

a.) passed ENG 090 with a C or better, or

b.) documentation showing that you have tested out of the lower-level English courses, or

c.) documentation that you passed an equivalent of ENG 090 at a different school with a C or better

Policy requires that in order to receive credit and a final grade for this course, you MUST have satisfied the prerequisites. 

Materials:  Reading Culture. Eds. George, Diana and John Trimbur. 2007. 
The Everyday Writer.  Eds. Lunsford, Andrea A. and Cheryle Glenn and Alyssa O’Brien. 2005.

General Requirements:  Daily reading assignments and/or short writing assignments will be given each day. Please read and be fully prepared for each class. Attendance is essential—and missed assignments will lower your final grade. Four or more absences will most likely land you a final course grade of C or lower. Please be respectful—do not come to class more than five minutes late and no more than twice during the course of the semester. If you do miss a class, please obtain that day’s assignment from a fellow classmate and come prepared to turn in all work on the due date. I will not be accepting late work on shorter writing assignments. Formal papers turned in late will result in a 10pt loss for that particular essay. 
Evaluation:  Assignments will consist of:  an in-class diagnostic essay, four formal essays, one in-class exam, one in-class essay, one oral presentation, various short reading/writing assignments, various quizzes and a final portfolio. Although students entering 121 are expected to have a solid understanding of grammar and mechanics, this course will address some common areas of difficulty. 
Each of the five formal essays will be graded and given feedback. At the end of the semester, your final assignment will be to choose two of your previous essays and revise/resubmit them portfolio style. Please note, plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional, is strictly forbidden, and will result in failure of the course. I am particularly strict about Academic Integrity and expect students to treat themselves, their fellow classmates and me with respect. Cheating, taking short-cuts and being disruptive in class will not be tolerated. You will be kindly dropped from class or failed should there be any question of your academic integrity and honesty.  

Point Distribution: 

One in-class exam: 100pts  

One graded in-class essay:  100pts 

Four 4-5 page formal essays: 100pts each  

Various short writing assignments/quizzes: to be determined
Class participation/presentation: 50pts each 

Portfolio with 2 revised essays: 100pts each

Americans with Disabilities Act Notice: This college abides by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 which stipulates that no student shall be denied the benefits of education "solely by reason of a handicap." Disabilities covered by the law include, but are not limited to, learning disabilities and hearing, sight, or mobility impairments. If you have a

disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you require accommodations, please see me or contact the Office of Accommodative Services and Instructional support (OASIS) before the second week of class so that accommodations may be arranged. For more information, please call 540-7128
Schedule:  Attached is a tentative schedule meant to take us up through the first four weeks of class. It is provided for your convenience so you know exactly what we will be covering in class and which assignments are due when. Again, all assignments are due on the date specified. If you are absent and fail to turn in an assignment, you will be penalized the same had you been present and simply stated you needed an extra day to finish, so please attend every class. Assignments are arranged so that you will have adequate time to prepare, but the benefit to you of attending class even if you are not fully prepared is that you will not lose out on new material/discussions. Changes may be made to the schedule and will be announced in class. A complete schedule will be distributed during the second or third week of classes. 

Please note:  In addition to help from the instructor, students are encouraged to also seek support from one of PPCC’s Writing Centers. The Downtown Studio Writing Center is located in Rm 215. One-on-one tutorials are available for all areas related to writing and critical reading. Walk in, call ahead for an appointment (540-2503), or access them via web through the link provided on the PPCC student website.  

Schedule

Eng 121






Fall 06
(Sat. 12-2:45)

Instructor:  Jenn Gutierrez


       jennifer.gutierrez@ppcc.edu

NOTE TO STUDENTS:  It is imperative that you attend class on a regular basis. An occasion may arise where you need to miss a class or two—this is both understandable and permissible. However, I would strongly advise you to save those “one or two occasions” for when you actually need them. Please do not call my office or leave messages telling me you will miss class. It is your responsibility to get work in on the specified date. All late assignments will be treated equally—with a ten point deduction. I make no distinction between “excused” absences vs. unexcused. You are entitled to miss class when need be, but you are expected to accept both the responsibility for catching yourself up (borrowing notes from others) and the point deductions for any late work. Four or more absences may significantly (C or D) lower your final grade, and nine or more absences will guarantee you a failing grade on your transcript. The following three-week schedule of assignments is offered for your convenience, but may need to be altered as the semester progresses. You will be given a complete schedule during the third week of classes. 

WEEK 1

In-class:  Introduction to course and guidelines. Writing:  “I am a rock.” Reading: “Goths in Tomorrowland” (Reading 78). “Confessions of an Instant Messenger.”  Thesis statements (Everyday Writer 42). Diagnostic Essay. Handouts:  Syllabus/Course Schedule, Guidelines for Thesis Statements, Diagnostic Essay Guidelines. Essay diagram. Strong paragraph elements. 
 
Prepare for next class: 
1)  Read:  Chapter Introduction. “Images” (Reading 198) and “In
                                                                  the Shadow of the Image” (Reading 205)
                                                                  Language/word choice (Everyday Writer 36-39)

2) Write:  Write a paragraph describing a prized possession

of yours. Be sure to include and underline or highlight all seven strong-paragraph elements discussed in class.

WEEK 2
In class:  Discussions over readings. Grammar/Mechanics Review.
Handouts: Guidelines for Formal Paper 1. 
Prepare for next class:  1) Read:  “The Iron Maiden” (Reading 211) 

 “Reading the Gaze” (Reading 219)
 “Rewriting the Image” (Reading 223) and 
Sentence Types (Everyday Writer  )

2) Write:  In a one page response to either one or both of the essays. State an opinion. Defend your opinion

      with no less than three direct quotes from the

      reading. 

WEEK 3

In-class: Discussion over readings. Discussion over responses to the readings. Begin brainstorming Paper 1. 

1) Read:  “Rewriting the Image” (Reading 223) and

Sentence Types (Everyday Writer  )

2) Write:  Begin typing first draft of Paper 1. 

WEEK 3

 In-class: Discussion over readings. Writing concerns. Handouts: Complete Schedule
1)  Write:  Continue Paper 1—Peer Review Draft due class.
WEEK 4

In-class:  Peer Review—Must attend and be fully prepared for Peer Review. Absences or lack of preparedness will result in a 10pt loss toward the essay’s final draft grade. Short in-class writing exercise. Possible Quiz. 
1) Revise Paper 1. Due. Tues. 9/19
WEEK 5

PAPER DUE

